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Listen to “Forward in Faith” for a special 
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COVER 


James A. Cross, General Overseer, 
departs for Jerusalem to attend the 
World Pentecostal Conference. Broth- 
er Cross will speak on “Pentecost Per- 
petuated” during the conference. 


This conference, which convenes 
May 19-21, will bring together the 
outstanding leaders of the Pentecostal 
Movement from all over the world. 


The officials attending from the 
Church of God headquarters are: 
James A. Cross, H. D. Williams, A. M. 
Phillips, Charles W. Conn, E. C. Thom- 
as, Lewis J. Willis, Ray H. Hughes, 
L. H. Aultman, Cecil B. Knight, and 
Donald S. Aultman. Numerous other 
overseers and pastors will attend the 
conference. 


Fittingly, the conference closes on 
the Day of Pentecost. 

















have been some who followed Him for a while 

and then turned back to their old ways. This 
being true, the problem of the backslider has been 
with the church from its beginning. 

While it is not a new problem, it is greatly in- 
tensified in these days. There are more backsliders 
today than ever before in the history of Christianity. 
Most of us know the heartbreak of seeing our dear 
friends go back into the world after following Christ 
for a while. If all who have ever been with the 
church were still with us today, we would be much 
stronger than we are, and our efforts would be more 
effective. 

Why will a man go back from serving the Lord? 
What processes go on in his mind and heart that 
cause him to forsake the way and go back into sin? 
Why do so many of our children who have been 
reared in church homes forsake the church as soon 
as they are out on their own? 

These are questions that need to be answered. 
It is time we turned our thoughts to. them so that 
we might know what is wrong. Knowing what is 
wrong, perhaps we can do something to help. Practi- 
cally all of us know the tragedy of a backslidden 
friend or loved one; yet we hardly know why they 
went back. And some do not even care. 

Centuries ago it was foreseen that there would be 
a great falling away in the last days. 


And because iniquity shall abound, the love 

of many shall wax cold (Matthew 24:12). 
* * * 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be re- 
vealed, the son of perdition (2 Thessalonians 
2:3). 

We cannot comfort ourselves with the fact that 
the falling away was prophesied, for it does not 
happen simply in order to fulfill Scripture. The Scrip- 
ture was written because it was foreseen that the 
condition would exist. We are dodging the issue when 
we try to excuse a spiritual tragedy by saying that 


E nave SINCE CHRIST lived on the earth there 


it had to happen because the Scriptures said it would 
happen. What we need to do is to examine ourselves, 
examine our churches, examine our homes, and try 
to see what can be done to hold those who make 
a start for Christ. 


WHEN JESUS STARTED to Jerusalem for the last 
time, He, knowing that a cross awaited Him there, 
“steadfastly set his face” to make the journey (Luke 
9:51). Something about the grim intensity of that 
face frightened some of His followers. A strange 
reluctance to continue with Him came over several 
of His disciples. One offered the excuse that he must 


go home and bury his father. Another asked to go 
back so that he might bid farewell to his relatives 
and friends. Jesus knew that these were merely ex- 
cuses, not reasons. There was a reason that the disci- 
ples did not want to continue with the Lord, but they 
were not willing to state it. They merely offered ex- 
cuses. What Jesus told them still stands true today: 


And Jesus said unto him, No man, having 
put his hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62). 


Why would a person who has once followed the 
Lord ever have any desire to go back and follow 
Him -no more? What is there to look back to after 
we have once been with Him? What is it that can 
turn a person away from the greatest Person, the 
greatest life, the greatest experience, the greatest faith 
in all the world? 

It is fairly evident that these disciples (not the 
twelve apostles) were afraid of what might happen 
to them if they continued with Him. At another time 
some of the Lord’s disciples (again not of the twelve) 
turned back from following Him because they were 
offended by His words: 


From that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him (John 
6:66). 


Fear causes some to go back. Discouragement de- 
feats others. Temptation overthrows still others. Yet, 
though they offer many excuses and alibis, there are 
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very few real reasons why men go back from serving 
Christ. 

In the early days of Christianity some persons went 
back because of the terrible persecution. Relatively 
few denied the Lord, however, in comparison with the 
great numbers who do so today. Then what is it 
that happens today, when there is so little persecu- 
tion, that defeats more Christians than persecution 
ever could? What circumstances make this a worse 
day for backsliding than any the church has ever 
known? It is long past time to take a new and 
considered look into this problem. We must look and 
not be afraid of what we might find. 





Why do men go back? For the next several weeks 
I plan to speak frankly on the six reasons that I 
have found to be most common. I beg you to read 
this series with great care and consideration, not as 
an exhaustive study but as a suggestive one. It is my 
prayer that this will be a beginning of a renewed 
effort to understand a serious problem. Only when 
we understand the problem can we correct, or even 


improve, it. 
Ulla te Cou ~ 
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oreuer Spring 


® ByC. Jerry Goff W 


Nashville, Tennessee 


“And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding 
seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, 
upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth a forth grass, and 


herd yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yield 


ng fruit, whose seed 


was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And the eve- 
ning and the morning were the third day” (Genesis 1:11-13). 


PRING IS HERE. It seemed 

as though it would never 

come, but at last it’s here! 
The green grass, the budding flow- 
ers, the tiny leaves on the trees, 
the song of the birds, the sound 
of children’s laughter as it drifts 
through the open window, all tell 
us that it is here! It seemed so 
hard to wait. Those winter months 
seemed so long. The sky was dark; 
the sun got up late every morning 
and went to rest early; the days 
were dreary and short; the trees 
were bare. There were no flowers, 
no grass, no joyous laughter of 
children carelessly at play. That 
is all past now. The memories of 
restless indoor hours are fading 
fast like the snow that passed 
without pain under the warm smile 
of the sun. Once again the smell 
of blossoms, the smeli of tilled 
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ground, the balm of spring, the 
resplendent glory of this day and 
its successors crowd out without 
pain the memories of the gloomy 
past. 

God too must love spring. It was 
His first act in beautifying His 
creation. As soon as He dispelled 
the darkness and separated the 
lands and seas, He began His pro- 
cess of painting the earth. The 
earth must have seemed very cold, 
bleak and barren to the eyes of 
its Maker—like canvas on the 
easel, cold and lifeless. Then came 
the thundering voice of its Creator 
bouncing like musical notes off 
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, 
and echoing from the distant corn- 
ers of the universe as though from 
canyon walls, “Let the earth bring 
forth grass.” Oh, to have been 
standing somewhere in the vast- 





ness of God’s creation and watch- 
ing the earth respond to His voice 
as canvas to the brush. The back- 
ground of His picture appeared, 
and God beheld the green of earth 
and thundered, “It is good.” 

A touch of red here for the rose, 
a touch of pink here for the apple 
blossom, and the Master’s touch 
continues. Perhaps the planets and 
far-flung stars were almost envious 
as earth responded to the stroke 
of the infinite Genius—a bit of the 
purplish hue into the throat of the 
orchid, a touch of the golden sun- 
set on the tulip, a bit of white 
purity for the carnation, colors: 
pink, rose, red, blue, violet, purple, 
yellow; deep and rich, pastel and 
soft. Only God can paint the glow 
of spring. From barren nakedness 
to the colors of royalty, this was 
earth’s first spring. 

There is yet a spring more beau- 
tiful; it too is only brought about 
by the touch of God. A soul lies 
cold, miserably barren in sinful- 
ness. It is like the winter months, 
cold and lifeless; or like the earth 
before the first spring, “without 
form and void and darkness upon 
the face of the deep.” When God 
speaks, all this must flee. Dark- 
ness is expelled by light; sorrow 
is replaced by joy; happiness takes 
the place of grief; loneliness gives 
way to fellowship; we become “like 
trees planted by the rivers of wa- 
ter.” Our life now has blossoms; it 
shall have fruit. Spring! There is 
spring in the soul. Someday I shall 
dwell in the land of “Forever 
Spring.” 
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here no wood is, there the fire goeth out... 


ap on wood, kindle the fire,’ Ezekiel 24:10. 


. »’ Proverbs 26:60. 


“Lord, Kindle a Pentecostal Fire”’ 


URING HIS ministry John 
De Baptist said, “I indeed 

baptize you with water; but 
one mightier than I cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose: he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire,” Luke 3:16. 

At what temperature does water 
boil? 

But is 212 degrees really nec- 
essary? 

Surely water would boil if left 
long enough at a temperature of 
150 degrees, wouldn’t it? NO? 

Then the 150-degree water can- 
not be of much use in doing the 
world’s work. The steam engine 
uses the steam of boiling water to 
make its wheels turn. Steam heat- 
ing systems use the steam of boil- 
ing water to drive out coldness and 
lukewarmness. 

No one can hope to accomplish 
anything great in the world until 
he throws his whole soul into it. 
Businessmen have no use for luke- 
warm employees; they want those 
whose energy and enthusiasm are 
always at the boiling point—the 
point where things are done. 


Isn’t it reasonable to think that 
God wants boiling-point Christians 
for His work? In fact, He tells us 
that He cannot tolerate a luke- 
warm Christian. 


And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as 
of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them, Acts 2:3. 


It is this fire that prevails! Even 
though the facts of the gospel were 
complete for fifty days after 
Christ’s resurrection, no conver- 
sions were recorded. Then, as in 
1 Kings 18:38, “. . . the fire of 

Lord fell,” and 3,000 converts 
registered on that very 


By Ralph E. Day 
Battle Creek, Michigan 


day. A few days later, 5,000 more 
were converted. Hell trembles when 
the fire is kindled in men’s hearts! 
Sin, worldliness, and unbelief are 
burned out when Pentecostal fire 
comes. The Church is powerless 
without Holy Ghost fire. 


What Is the Fire of the Holy Ghost? 

Everywhere earnest believers are 
lamenting the absence of this fire 
and are praying for a Pentecost 
of fire! Scripture regards it as the 
supreme need of the Church and 
the final gift of God. The prophets 
associated it with the Messiah, and 
promised it as the unique triumph 
of His coming. It marked the dif- 
ference between the Old Dispensa- 
tion and the New. John’s message 
of true repentance shook the na- 
tion, but it was only to prepare 
them for the baptism of fire! Our 
Lord spoke of this coming of fire 
as the one purpose of His mission 
and the fruit of His sufferings and 
death. 


This spirit of fire was moral and 
spiritual. Men’s souls were charged, 
saturated and enveloped in the 
Spirit of God. The divine life en- 
tered into them. The passion of 
God possessed them with the in- 
tensity of fire. God’s love was shed 
abroad in their hearts and His 
holiness became the master pas- 
sion of their souls. They burned 
and shone; they were burning and 
shining lights. 

These fire-filled Christians were 
as intense as they were joyful; 
fiery as they were jubilant; im- 
passioned as they were daring. 


The spirit of cold obedience was 
kindled into an enthusiasm for 
righteousness, and the slavish 
sense of duty burst into a flame 
of eager devotion. That is the mir- 
acle of Pentecost! 

The Pentecostal fire in the souls 
of men caused them to receive, 
realize and reproduce the mind, 
heart and life of God. His zeal 








Now when Solomon had 
made an end of praying, 
the fire came down from 
heaven, ... and the glory 
of the Lord filled the 
house. And when all the 
children of Israel saw how 
the fire came down, and 
the glory of the Lord upon 
the house, they bowed 
themselves with their faces 
to the ground upon the 
pavement, and worshipped, 
and praised the Lord, say- 
ing, For he is good; for his 
mercy endureth forever, 2 
Chronicles 7:1, 3. 





pervaded the character of their 
lives. They manifested fervent de- 
votion to His will, His holy pas- 
sion for reality and righteousness, 
His consuming zeal for the salva- 
tion of the lost. 


Offence of Fire in Religion 


Fire of enthusiasm in politics, 
recreation, reform, business, and 
friendship are all among the 
coveted qualities of life. 

Christians who are full of zeal, 
however, are merely tolerated 
where they are not despised. 

The minds of the 120 were con- 
ditioned by Christ for the coming 
of the Pentecostal experience. They 
remained in the upper room for 
ten consecutive days in prayer be- 
ing of one mind, one accord, in 
one place. A common object drew 
them together. Common expecta- 
tion focused faith. Ten days 
showed earnestness and faith. 
Then the fire fell! 

Whereas this Pentecostal fire 
can be smothered by wilful sin, 
neglect, quenching the Spirit, fear, 
and discouragement, it can be 


kindled in the following manner: 

Praying in the Spirit daily 
(Ephesians 6:18). It was a united 
prayer meeting in America that 
brought the wonderful change in 
our early history now called the 
Great Awakening, just as it was 
in the early promptings of our own 
denominational effort. 

Preaching in the Spirit (1 Peter 
1:12). It must be earnest preach- 
ing that will awaken folk from 
spiritual slumber and convince 
them of sin. It must be bold and 
earnest, direct in its aim and full 
of compassion. 


Religious fasting as secret wor- 
ship to clear the channel through 
which God can direct a flow of His 
divine wonder-working power, dis- 
tributing gifts of the Spirit ac- 
cording to His own will. 


Singing spiritual songs (Ephe- 
Sians 5:19). 

Worshiping in a spiritual man- 
ner (John 4:23, 24). It is impor- 
tant that we allow God to have 
His own way in our lives, allow 
Him to pray through us, weep 





through us, shout through us 
speak in a heavenly languag 
through us. We must enter into His 
gates with thanksgiving and praise. 
We must lay aside every weight, 
care or morbid concern that be- 
sets us, and come to each service 
expecting the unusual manifesta- 
tion of God’s presence and power. 


Supporting God’s Church with 
tithes and offerings will be a fine 
log to throw on the fire to make 
it brighter and warmer. 


Bearing one another’s burdens 
and praying one for another will 
arm the Pentecostal fires of our 
souls. 

Eagerly searching the Scriptures 
for other religious acts you may 
perform in order to be more and 
more in the precious will of God 
will set your soul aflame with Pen- 
tecostal fire! 


Do these things and the Pente- 
costal fire will fall, the glory of 
the Lord will fill our church sanc- 
tuaries, and the citizens of our 
communities will bow before God. 
Lord; kindle a Pentecostal fire! 


1961 is the Diamond Jubilee year of the Church of 
God. At the last General Assembly it was decided that 
the year should be observed in a unified effort to at- 
tain particular goals for the Lord and His kingdom. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE GOALS 


During this year, under God’s direction and by His 
help, we hope to attain the following objectives: 


20,000 New Members 
444 New Churches 

195 New Sunday Schools 
128 New Y.P.E.’s 


Along with these, there are corresponding goals in 
missions, literature, and education. These are all divid- 
ed into specific aims for each department and each 
state in the Church of God. We can achieve these great 
goals only through the combined efforts and prayers 
of all our ministers and members. None of us can af- 
ford in these times to be either prayerless or inactive; 
for though all our goals be attained, we still will not 
have done enough. We owe the Lord our best efforts. 


As each state achieves its individual goals, special 
recognition will be given to that state in the Evangel. 


KEEP PRAYING! 


KEEP WORKING! 


















































120 Christians were bap- 

tized in the Holy Ghost and 
were enabled by the same Spirit to 
speak in tongues unlike their na- 
tive languages (Acts 2:4, 7-11). 
Pentecostals today believe that this 
experience was not confined to a 
small group of believers in the 
first century but was promised to 
Christians of this day as well 
(Acts 2:39). They further believe 
that, as it was at the first Chris- 
tian Pentecost, so it is today—the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit is ini- 
tially and physically evidenced by 
speaking in tongues as the Spirit 
gives utterance. 

One of the several important 
passages which support this belief 
is Acts 10:44-46. Here it is stated 
in verses 44 and 45 that the Gen- 
tiles in Caesarea received the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit. Then in 
verse 46 is given this explanatory 
note: “For they heard them speak 
with tongues and magnify God.” 

The word for in the original is 
gar, which is very frequently used 
(as it is here) in the illative (in- 
ferential) sense introducing a rea- 
son or evidence.* In such cases, 
the evidence attests or enlarges up- 
on a foregoing premise. Especially 
is this clear when the premise 
concerns a phenomenon. 


g N THE DAY OF Pentecost 


*See Dana and Mantey, A Manual Gram- 
mar of the Greek New Testament, pp. 243, 
274. 


: A Pentecostal 
Strong Point 


By Donald B. Gibson 


Instructor, Lee College 












































Given below are representative passages which involve this type 
of reasoning. (Italics are used for emphasis.) 


THE PREMISE OR PHENOMENON AND THE OBSERVABLE EVIDENCE 
Matthew 2:2, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have 


seen his star in the east .. .” 


Matthew 26:73, “. .. Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech 


betrayeth thee.” 


John 3:2, “. . . Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be 


with him. 


Acts 2:15, “For these are not drunken as ye suppose, seeing (gar) it is 


but the third hour of the day.” 


Acts 8:6, 7, “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 
For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many that 


were possessed with them... .” 


Acts 28:2, “And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for 
they kindled a fire, and received us every one... .” 


Acts 10:44-46, “While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell 
on them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which 
believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that 
on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they 
heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.” 





This is no new interpretation of 
the passage last quoted, for Pente- 
costal ministers have long held this 
position. The important thing, 
however, is that the science of lin- 
guistics corroborates a view held 
by those whose persuasion devel- 
oped not from reason alone, but 
from their own spiritual experience 
—the baptism in the Holy Ghost. 

On the other hand, one who is 


not inclined to follow the Pente- 
costal interpretation may point out 
that the key word gar is not al- 
ways used in the same way in the 
New Testament. This we admit. 
But we do know that there are 
many passages in which its func- 
tion is to introduce physical evi- 
dence. And the Pentecostal be- 
lieves that Acts 10:46 happens to 
be one of them. 





The descent of the Spirit (Gustave Dore) 





the harvest itself. It was a day * 


of jubilee and proclaiming of good 
tidings. 

To many people Pentecost is no 
more than the observance of this 
feast day; but Pentecost is more 
than a day, it is a dispensation 
in which we are now living. 

Second, let us consider Pentecost 
from the viewpoint of dispensation. 
Preceding the advent of the Spirit, 
the sacrifice on Calvary had taken 
place and the earth had been 
sprinkled with the blood of the 
Passover Lamb which taketh away 
the sins of the world. A new and 
living way had been provided. The 
holy of holies had been laid bare. 
New privileges, before unheard of, 
were now available. New light was 
shed upon the future and a new 
destiny was offered to the whole 
human race. But all of these great 
and precious blessings were de- 
pendent upon something which 
had not yet appeared. Calvary must 
be made effective through Pente- 
cost. Just as there was no Pente- 
cost without Passover, there was 
no anointing oil until the olive was 
crushed, and there were no gushing 
waters until the rock was smitten, 


WHAT IS PENTECOST? 


FEW DECADES ago the 
ae term Pentecost, or Pente- 

costal, was seldom heard. 
But in recent years Pentecost has 
received a hearing and the world 
is inquiring, “What is Pentecost?” 
There are varied and sundry views. 
Since the term Pentecostal has 
gained wide currency, it becomes 
all the more important that it be 
correctly understood. 

First, let us consider Pentecost 
from a historical point of view. 
Pentecost was one of the three 
great Jewish festivals celebrated by 
Israel. It followed the Passover and 
preceded the Feast of Tabernacles. 
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By Ray H. Hughes 


President, Lee College 
National Radio Speaker 


Some of the characteristics of this 
ceremonial Pentecost were: It was 
celebrated fifty days from the day 
the first-fruits of the harvest were 
reaped. For the Scripture saith, 
“Begin to number the seven weeks 
from such time as thou beginnest 
to put the sickle to the corn,” 
Deuteronomy 16:9. It marked the 
giving of the law from Sinai which 
took place on this day. It was the 
dedication of the first-fruits of the 
harvest unto the Lord; two loaves, 
as first-fruits of the harvest, being 
then presented unto Him, waved 
before Him, and laid at His feet. 
It also insured the possession of 


so there could be no Pentecost 
without Calvary. Calvary was the 
fountainhead of Pentecost. Yet 
without Pentecost, Calvary would 
have come to an abrupt end. Pente- 
cost was the power to make the 
message known. If there had been 
no Pentecost after the ascension, 
the story of Calvary and the res- 
urrection would probably have 
long since been forgotten. 

The coming of the Spirit was to 
fulfill the mission of Christ to the 
earth and complete the great work 
of human redemption. Jesus Him- 
self was Lord also of Pentecost. 
The sound from heaven, the rush- 

















ing mighty wind, and the lambent 
flame which descended on waiting 
disciples were all the work of 
Christ. Christ promised His disci- 
ples that He would send the Spirit 
to them; and when Peter stood up 
to explain the strange phenome- 
non, the Day of Pentecost, (and 
mark you, no man can explain 
Pentecost until he has received his 
Pentecost), he said, “Therefore be- 
ing by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear,” Acts 
2:33. The Holy Ghost was sent in 
the name of Christ. Any view of 
Pentecost is incomplete which does 
not associate it with the accom- 
plishment of our Saviour’s mission 
to earth. 

God chose the feast day of Pente- 
cost for the advent of the Holy 
Ghost, for the Scripture saith, 
“And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. And sud- 
denly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance,” 
Acts 2:1-4. 


The question is asked, “Was not 
the Spirit in the world before this 
time?” He appears on the very first 
page of the Scriptures: “The Spirit 
of God brooded over the face of 
the waters.” The hand of the Holy 
Ghost is seen in the creation of 
man, for it was to Christ and the 
Holy Ghost that God said, “Let us 
make man in our own image.” It 
was by the hand of the Holy Ghost 
that the heavens were garnished. 
Of Joseph it was said, “In whom 
is the Spirit.” The Spirit rested 
upon Elisha and moved Samson at 
times. Bezaleel and Aholiab were 
fi)led with the Spirit to accomplish 
the menial tasks of life. Yet, John 
said, “For the Holy Ghost was not 
yet given; because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified,” John 7:39. The 
coming of the Spirit was dependent 
on the glorification of Christ. For 


Jesus said, “Nevertheless I tell you 
the truth; It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you,” John 16:7. 

Just as Christ came to the world 
in the Old Testament times as the 
angel of the Lord before His in- 
carnation, in the same sense the 
Holy Ghost came in those times 
before Pentecost. While Christ had 
been in the world from the begin- 
ning, it was only on the day of the 
advent at Bethlehem that He ap- 
peared as the Son of man and in- 
carnate Son of God. In like man- 
ner the Spirit had been in the 
world and had been recognized by 
servants of God in all ages; but 
the manifestation of the Spirit as 
an abiding Comforter had not be- 
fore been known. 

The coming of the Spirit had 





“Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts’’ 
(Zechariah 4:6). 





been foretold by the prophet Joel 
before the outpouring of Pentecost. 
Joel prophesied, “And it shall come 
to pass afterward, that I will pour 
out my spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see 
visions: And also upon the servants 
and upon the handmaids in those 
days will I pour out my spirit,” 
Joel 2:28, 29. Peter verified this 
prophecy by declaring that the 
happenings on the day of Pente- 
cost were the fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy. In his words, “This is 
that.” 

The Spirit had come and one 
strange sign after another was 
happening. Suddenly a sound as of 
a wind of hurricane velocity roared 
through the upper room and filled 
all the house where they were 
sitting. The ear testified to the 
divine Presence. Then there ap- 
peared cloven tongues like as of 
fire. The human eye also testified 


to the divine Presence. Not only 
did the ear hear and the eye see 
the glory of God, but suddenly 
something happened within and 
the record says “They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
This was a new dimension in re- 
ligion. It was a new experience 
unheard of before. Such unutterable 
ecstasy filled their beings that 
they could not express it with their 
feeble and inadequate vocabulary. 
Therefore, God who is always rich 
in mercy spoke through them in 
such a way so as to convince a 
group composed of many nation- 
alities and religions that this was 
God. This was the initial evidence 
of the mighty baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. Tongues of fire sat upon 
them; hearts were aglow and 
tongues were aflame witnessing 
the wonderful works of God. Pente- 
cost then became a personal ez- 
perience. 


Since that day those who re- 
ceive this mighty baptism of the 
Spirit, as Jesus called it, are called 
Pentecostal. To the waiting disci- 
ples, this was the fulfillment of 
the Master’s promise. They had 
the promise of the power which 
was to come upon them. They had 
also been taught many things 
about the functions of the Holy 
Ghost; but now the Spirit had 
come to inhabit human tabernacles 
and had become the indispensable 
minimum for Christian service. 
Human faculties were energized 
miraculously. It was not a passing 
hundred twenty but an abiding in- 
heritance of the Church. The 
promise of the Spirit does not per- 
tain to the apostles, the primitive 
experience for the twelve or one 
Church, or a favored few in sub- 
sequent ages only. On the other 
hand, it is the common gift to all 
who believe in Christ, to the least 
as well as the greatest. “The prom- 
ise is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call,” Acts 2:39. “And I 
will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever,” 
John 14:16. 


A large number of Christians are 
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living on the wrong side of Pente- 
cost. Chronologically, they are on 
the right side; but experimentally, 
they have not received the Bless- 
ing. They know Jesus, love Him, 
follow Him, but they have never 
claimed their own personal Pente- 
cost. 


The miracle of Pentecost re- 
sulted as it does today, in amaze- 
ment, perplexity, and mockery. 
However, this miracle paved the 
way for the message of Apostle 
Peter, for no miracle or experience 
can take the place of the Word. 
The signs, wonders, and divers 
miracles of the Holy Ghost con- 
firm the Word. “And they went 
forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with signs 
following,’ Mark 16:20. 


The results of this spiritual in- 
filling at Pentecost set a pattern 
for us today. Those who received 
their mighty Baptism were so over- 
whelmed by the Spirit that mock- 
ers declared, “These men are full 
of new wine.” Self was effaced, the 
Spirit had control, and Christ was 
exalted. It is evident from this that 
Pentecost as an experience pro- 
duces spiritual exhilaration in the 
life of the believer. The Word of 
God speaks of the “... joy in the 
Holy Ghost.” And those who re- 
ceived this joyous experience “... 
did eat their meat with gladness.” 
Joy is a fruit of the Spirit and 
this experience is one that is full 
of glory. There is no sanction in 
the Scripture for the dignified dull- 
ness which people attach to re- 
ligion in this day. 


Filled with the joy and glory of 
the Spirit, the seducing calls of 
worldly pleasure have no power 
over us. Ears that are tuned to 
the Spirit’s music have deaf ears 
for the siren songs of the world. 
You never hear them ask if there 
is harm in questionable things. 
They carry about with them 
springs of joy and can drink when- 
ever they like. They need not re- 
sort to the broken cisterns of the 
world. 


Pentecost also produces power. 
Christ in His departing message to 
His disciples said, “But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy 
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Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the ut- 
termost part of the earth,” Acts 
1:8. This literally reads, “Ye shall 
receive power, the Holy Ghost 
coming upon you, and ye shall be 
martyrs unto me.” The Scripture 
Says, “... that power belongeth un- 
to God,” Psalm 62:11. But He trans- 
mits His power through us. We 
become spiritual transmitters when 
the mighty Baptism comes upon 
us. For Peter said, “... such as I 
have give I thee.” This power is 
entrusted to us by God. 

The fact that Peter stood up with 
the eleven to exhort and testify 
does not project by any means 
that only twelve received this Pen- 
tecostal experience. They were the 
spiritual leaders chosen by God to 
stand up and verify the message 
and give support to the speaker. 
The personal witnessing of the one 
hundred twenty complements the 
testimony and exhortation of Peter 
while he explained Pentecost. 

When Pentecost comes there will 
be supernatural results. The Book 
of Acts is recorded because the 
Spirit came and operated through 


men. When the Spirit comes upon 
men today, the same results will be 
effected. Substitutes will fade and 
reality will triumph. This Pente- 
costal effusion is not restricted to 
one group or one denomination, but 
reports from prominent magazines, 
newspapers, and oral reports from 
church leaders indicate that this 
Pentecostal effusion is for all flesh. 

In the Book of Joel God said, “I 
will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh.” Isaiah records, “I will pour 
water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground: I will 
pour my spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring,” 
Isaiah 44:3. “Until the spirit be 
poured upon us from on high, and 
the wilderness be a fruitful field, 
and the fruitful field be counted 
for a forest,” Isaiah 32:15. 

These are dry days of modern- 
ism, wilderness days of liberalism, 
and dark days of rationalism. But 
it is heartening to know that at 
such a time as this, God is sending 
copious showers from clouds of 
glory to water these dry and thirsty 
lands, to cause the wilderness to 
blossom as a rose and shed light 
on this generation that too long 
has been groping in darkness. 


Fountain Head Of Power 






“YOU SHALL RECEIVE POWER 
— ABILITY, EFFICIENCY AND 


| MIGHT — WHEN THE HOLY 
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WORTH ALL... AND MORE 


OD IS STILL blessing and 
giving us souls; only a few, 
but it is impossible to place 
a value on one soul. This month 
one was saved and one filled with 
the Holy Ghost, four were bap- 
tized in water and four were re- 
ceived into the Church of God. It 
seems that this is slow progress, 
but we do not accept them right 
into the Church as soon as they 
get saved. We wait awhile, and 
teach them, and help them to real- 
ize what it means to become a 
member of the Church of God. 
Many would become members if 
we would accept them, but they 
are so steeped in tradition and 
superstition that we must do a lot 
of teaching and preaching to them. 
Our Sunday School is still holding 
up well, in spite of the rainy sea- 
son. The people were skeptical of 
having 200 on Christmas Day, just 
as they had been skeptical of 
getting 100 earlier. God gave us 
both of these amounts! 
When I came here in March, 
1960, they were having 53 in Sun- 
day School. I began praying, work- 





ing and asking God to give us 100 
in Sunday School. He did. I then be- 
gan asking for 200. On Christmas 
Day when the secretary took the 
count there were 168, but before 
Sunday School was over, there 
were over 200 present. I thank God 
for answering prayer. It has taken 
much working, praying, walking 
and inviting to get this far, but 
it was worth all that I have done 
and more. 

God gave us a good Christmas 
season. He enabled us, the Ladies’ 
Willing Workers’ Band and the 
the Young People’s Endeavor, 
through my friends back home, to 
make 147 stuffed animals and fix 
200 bags of fruit and candies for 
the Sunday School. 

I promised the people that when 
we got to 100 in Sunday School I 
would have their picture put in 
the Macedonia Call, so I am send- 
ing it. I have already sent pictures 
to all those who sent an offering 
to me. 

For the watchnight service and 
the Sunday night service the house 
was packed. Two men were saved, 
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and several persons were reclaimed 
and renewed. I thank God. 

In these nine months that I have 
been here, twenty-four have been 
saved under my preaching. Seven 
have been baptized in water, three 
baptized in the Holy Ghost, and 
seven sanctified. That does not 
seem like many, but I am thank- 
ful for them. I am praying that 
more will come to God during this 
year. 

We want to buy property for the 
church, as the building we are 
using is rented. We would like this 
building, if the owner will sell. If 
not, we shall look someplace else. 
I am putting my tithes into a fund 
for that. We have a good L.W.W.B 
and I believe God will help us. I 
have written the owner of the 
property to see if she will sell and 
the price. Please pray with me 
about this. We are asking God to 
help us as we work, and believe. 
I am happy in the work here and 
love the people; I have a satis- 
faction and contentment in my 
heart that I had never experienced 
since I have been preaching. 


Miss Ollie Harris 
Missionary in Honduras 





_ 
-_ 








“Living by God’s Time"® 


A TIMELY VBS COURSE, FOR 1961, 
WITH A TIMELESS MESSAGE 
FROM THE BOOK FOR 
ALL TIMES 


In these exciting days of high tension, split-second tempos and daring at- 
tempts to explore outer space we feel an ever-increasing sense of urgency 
to introduce boys and girls, young people and adults to Christ, as Saviour, in 











NURSERY—" Loving and Pleasing 
Jesus” 

Because they cannot see, smell, hear, 

taste or even touch it, time as such 

means little to 3-and 4-year-olds. Yet, 

through all of their part in the VBS 


program, they are made delightfully 
aware that living by God’s time means 
showing love for Him and pleasing 
others. 


BEGINNER—"God’s Word and God’s 
World” 

God speaks in many ways through His 
world of nature to Beginners. Minds and 
hearts are stirred with wonder at God’s 
greatness as they consider ‘‘What God 
made for us,” and ‘How God talks to 
us.’’ They feel secure as familiar routine 
is combined with freedom to express 
themselves creatively. 


PRIMARY—" Living in God’s Family”’ 


Learning first how to belong to God’s 
family, the Primaries are daily shown 


how to practice living as Christians. In 
a room transformed to look like a home, 
airplane, church, playground, beach, 
school, home in India, large city and 
form, much enthusiasm is aroused. Bi- 
ble characters teach lessons in obedi- 
ence, while memory verses, songs and 
pictures make life-long impressions. 


JUNIOR—" The Christian’s Time and 
Talents” 


From the first “‘tick’’ of the VBS 
clock till the final “‘tock,’”’ Juniors will 
thrill to their study of the timepieces 
of the ages. Characteristics in the New 
Testament men are brought out from 
these timepieces, challenging and mo- 
tivating Juniors to place their lives in 
God’s hands, to live by His “‘clock’’ and 
to multiply their talents for Him. The 
daily ‘‘clockwise or otherwise’ features 
link lesson-learning with personal growth 
—living by God’s time. 


God’s ‘““NOW-time’’ and to make the Bible the Book to live by and help 
Christians become more Christlike. 
“redeem’’ the time and do His works ‘while it is day.” 


We take seriously God’s command to 


YOUNG TEENS—*’ Answering Why’s of 
Young People” 


In today’s science-centered world and in 
his own life, the teen-ager has many 
questions w hich Scripture can answer. 
Provocative skits, purposeful discussions, 
timely illustrations focus pupils’ atten- 
tion on the theme or problem of the day 
and lead them to discover life-chang- 
ing principles in God’s Word. Colorful 
— projects stress attributes of 


YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULTS—"The 
Time of Your Life”’ 

Once again Dr. Bob Cook has written 
the course of study for this group. It is 
a series of expository, reverent studies 
of texts from the first ten chapters of 
John’s Gospel. These studies will lead 
the participant from discovery and de- 
light to dedication and devotion, cen- 
tered in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Teachers Manuals @ Pupils Manuals ® Nursery Handcraft Packets we Reginmes Handcraft Packets * Primary Hand- 
craft Paper Projects Packets ® Primary Handcraft Leather Cap Projects Packets Primary Handcraft Alternate Jacket Projects 
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Salvation and Healing 
Accompany Revival 

RICHMOND DALE, Ohio—A five- 
week revival closed February 19, at 
the Richmond Dale, Ohio, Church of 


God. Sister Anna Mae Brashear 
was the evangelist. Our church was 
greatly blessed of God. There were 
42 saved, 29 sanctified, 16 bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, 2 bap- 
tized in water, 5 added to the 
church, and many testified of won- 
derful healings. 
The revival spirit still continues 
in our services. 
—Juanita Sheets, reporter 


Altars Overflowing in 
Chattanooga 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — The 
East Chattanooga Church of God 
has just experienced one of the 
greatest revivals in many years 
under the leadership of our pas- 
tor, Rev. D. C. Boatwright and 
the Rev. Carl H. Richardson of 
Columbus, Ohio, as our evangelist. 
The Holy Ghost moved in an out- 
standing way with messages in 
tongues and interpretations. How 
wonderfully and how powerfully 
God anointed our evangelist, Broth- 
er Richardson, whose messages 
were timely and forceful! Old- 
time conviction prevailed in each 
of the services and many souls, 
both young and old, wept their 
way through to salvation. 

Perhaps it is an understatement 
to say that our entire church has 
been revived; our church is seeking 
the Lord in a new way. Actually, 
the statistical results do not give 
an accurate picture of the enor- 
mous good that was accomplished. 
We do praise God for 17 saved, 
10 sanctified, 5 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 11 baptized in water, and 
6 added to the church. 

From the first night, God’s 
mighty power was felt by all who 
attended; and on the last night 
of this great revival our altars were 
overflowing with hungry seekers. 
The attendance was the best in 
years and we were privileged to 
have the following visiting minis- 
ters who shared in the blessings 
of this move of God: James L. Slay, 


our former pastor and now Over- 
seer of Virginia; H. B. Ramsey, 
Overseer of Georgia; W. C. Byrd, 
former Overseer of Tennessee; 
John C. Jernigan; James Byrd; W. 
T. Grant; T. A. Richards; Calvin 
Wigley; Douglas Jacobs; Perdue 
Stanley; Kenneth Harvell; J. A. 
Saayman; and these ministers 
from Ohio: H. B. Ellis; H. C. Jenk- 
ins; James R. Winters; and our 
pastor’s son, Calvin Boatwright. 
Our church is growing and pro- 
gressing in every way. We have 
come to love our pastor, Brother 
Boatwright, and his family. Our 
people here will not soon forget the 
wonderful ministry of Brother 
Richardson and his wife. 
—Mrs. Frances Trimble, clerk 


Three Evangelists Help 
Bring Revival 


BRISTOL, Tenn.—The Church of 
God in Bristol, Tennessee, has just 
closed a very successful revival. We 
had a week-end revival with the 
Rev. Wade H. Horton, Assistant 
General Overseer, as the speaker. 
Following this, we had Rev. Oscar 
Volkman of Woodruff, South Caro- 
lina, as our speaker for two weeks. 
When Brother Volkman felt that 
he must return to his pastorate, 
Rev. Leonard Townley, state youth 
director, preached a week. Our 
hearts were greatly blessed by the 
preaching of these three men and 
our church has been spiritually re- 
vived 


There were 9 saved, 11 sancti- 
fied, 15 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost and 9 added to the church. 
We appreciate very much the good 
work that our pastor, Rev. W. L. 
Edgar, and his wife are doing in 
our church. 

—Mrs. L. P. Kestner, reporter 


Lives Changed by Revival 


NICHOLLS, Ga.—A great revival 
began at the Nicholls Church of 
God on February 28, with God 
blessing our young people greatly. 
The evangelist was Sister Mae Ter- 
ry, who was with us for 13 nights 
doing some wonderful preaching, 
approved by the Holy Ghost. There 
were some definite healings. The 
way God convicted sinners, made 
them run to the altar, and washed 
away their sins by the blood of 
His Son was marvelous. Drunkards, 
gamblers, tobacco users, and the 
like were saved, baptized and came 
into the church. 

There were 26 saved, 20 sancti- 
fied, 16 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, 11 baptized in water and 
14 added to the church. 

To a great and merciful God be 
all the honor, praise and glory. 
Only eternity will tell what this 
great revival meant to the city of 
Nicholls. —Gilbert A. Lewis, pastor 


Good Revival at Hickman 


HICKMAN, Tenn.—I would like 
to report to the Evangel a very 
successful revival at the Lancaster 
Hill Church of God with Rev. Ernest 
Mills from Brinley’s Chapel as our 
evangelist. Our revival broke out 
on Sunday when one man, while 
at his seat, gave his life to God. 
The following Saturday night our 
revival started and lasted three 
weeks. There were 5 saved, 3 sanc- 
tified, and 1 was filled with the Holy 
Ghost. The church as a whole was 
blessed by Brother Mills’ preaching. 
Our church is also blessed by our 
pastor, Rev. Johnny Albritton. 

—Jimmie Nell Jones, reporter 





CHURCH DRAWS 


BONHAM, Tex.—The Bonham 
Church of God closed a very won- 
derful and successful three-week 
revival with Sister Zoe Brown and 
her granddaughter, Diann Han- 
cock, as the evangelists. There were 
7 saved, 5 filled with the Holy 
Ghost. The Holy Ghost was pres- 
ent in every service and the power 
of God was present to heal the 
sick. The church was revived and 
each one felt drawn nearer to God. 


NEARER TO GOD 


Sister Brown and Diann are led 
by the Spirit. They are wonderful 
preachers and good singers. They 
will be a blessing to any church. 

Brother E. M. Smith, our pastor, 
and his wife are wonderful people 
of God, we thank God for them. 
The Bonham Church of God thanks 
God for Sister Brown and Diann, 
for their ministry, and for the 
blessing they were to our church. 

—Sister Masters, reporter 
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Converts Jailed in Nepal 


TANSEN, Nepal (MNS) — Nine 
citizens of this Hindu country re- 
cently made public confession of 
their faith in Jesus Christ and 
were baptized, it was reported by 
the United Mission of Nepal. Such 


a storm of protest was created 
that local authorities jailed the 6 
Christians who were in town and 
are holding them pending a review 
of Nepal’s old statute which for- 
bids anyone to leave “his own re- 
ligion handed down from ancient 
times.” 

It is hoped that Nepal’s new con- 
stitution will invalidate the an- 
cient law. Meanwhile, the 3 Chris- 
tian couples are in jail awaiting 
their sentences. One of the women 
is 7 months pregnant, one has an 
infant son with her, and the other 
is accompanied by an older child. 
Fellow Nepali Christians are con- 
tributing money to help buy ne- 
cessities for the prisoners. 


New Hate Cult Reported 
Rising in Pacific 

SYDNEY, Australia (EP)—Mis- 
sionaries to the Australian island 
territory of New Britain report 
that a new religious cult has 
sprung up there. Its members must 
swear to kill all Australians, Euro- 
peans and Chinese in New Guinea. 
They are also fanatically bent on 
assassinating Queen Elizabeth II 
of England in reprisal for the ill- 
treatment they to have re- 
ceived from Australian adminis- 
trators. 

Known as “Iliat,” the cult ven- 
erates Americans. Native “priests” 
reportedly distribute among their 
followers a “magic powder” which 
is said to have been made from 
the scraped bone of an American 
soldier’s skeleton. The priests are 
said to be telling natives that 
Americans and Japanese will soon 
help them drive the Australians 
rom New Guinea and that an 
erican submarine will come to 









take them overseas to kill Queen 
Elizabeth. The news was reported 
by Father Joseph Reischl, a Ro- 
man Catholic missionary. 


Publishers Argue Copyright 
Laws on New English Bible 


LONDON (EP)—The official 
publishers of material for Queen 
Elizabeth II, Eyre and Spottis- 
woode, Ltd. are claiming that 
their royal patent extends to the 
— of The New English Bi- 
le, but the Oxford and Cambridge 
University Presses, which issued 
pad volume March 14, reject the 
claim. 


The royal printers say that the 
new translation had been suffici- 
ently accepted by Protestant ec- 
clesiastical authorities for it to be 
regarded as the Standard or Auth- 
orized Version. But officials of the 
Oxford and University Presses said 
ecclesiastical autho tion “does 
not consist in usage, and even if 
it did, that state of affairs could 
hardly be said to exist before a 
work is published.” 


President Kennedy Greets 
Baptist Missionaries, Praises 
Their Work 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) 
—President John F. Kennedy told 
62 Baptist missionaries who called 
on him the other day that they 
are making a significant contribu- 
tion to the cause of the free world. 
The missionaries, from both the 
American and Southern Baptist 
Conventions, were in Washington 
to speak to local congregations 
during a World Mission Week 
sponsored by the District of Colum- 
bia Baptist Convention. 

As the missionaries entered his 
office, the President shook hands 
with each, observing, “You have a 
great tradition of freedom in your 
denomination, and you can’t have 
religious liberty without political 
freedom.” 


Kennedy: “In God We Trust” 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP) —“Re- 
ligion is not a weapon in the cold 
war, but rather the essence of the 
differences separating the Com- 
munist and non-Communist 
world.” 

So said President Kennedy at- 
tending a presidential prayer 
breakfast sponsored in early Feb- 
ruary by International Christian 
leadership. 

“Each of the nation’s Presi- 
dents,” said Mr. Kennedy, “has in 
his own way placed a trust in God. 
Those Presidents who were strong- 
est intellectually were strongest 
spiritually. 


“The guiding principle of this 
nation has ever been, is now, and 
shall ever be: ‘In God We Trust.’” 

Other speakers included Vice- 
President Lyndon B. Johnson and 
Evangelist Dr. Billy Graham. 





bi; Vk Thow Beolreve in God ? 


NEW DELHI, India (EP)—Long 
known as one of the world’s most 
articulate agnostics, India’s Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru has re- 
peatedly attacked religion in gen- 
eral and Hinduism in particular, 
declaring in his famous book, The 
Discovery of India, that “India 
must... lessen her religiosity and 
turn to science.” 


But in a new book just off the 
press, Mr. Nehru underscores the 
need for spiritual solutions of some 
problems. 


R. K. Karanjia, editor of Blitz, 
a Bombay weekly newspaper, asks 
Nehru in the new book, The Mind 
of Mr. Nehru: “Isn’t it unlike the 


Jawaharlal of yesterday to talk in 
terms of ethical solutions? What 
= Say raises visions of Mr. Nehru 

search of God in the evening 
of his life.” 

Mr. Nehru replies: “Yes, I have 
changed, The emphasis on ethical 
and os is not unconscious; it 
is deliberate. . . . I believe the 
human mind is hungry for some- 
thing deeper in terms of moral 
and spiritual development without 
which all the material advance 
may not be worthwhile. The old 
Hindu idea that there is a divine 
essence in the world, and that 
every individual possesses some- 
thing of it and can develop it, 
appeals to me.” 
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